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labourers he said: "They have been robbed of their
rights in the commons. You cannot go into a single
country land in which you will not find that land-
owners on each side of the road have already enclosed
lands which for centuries have belonged to the people,
or that they are not on the point of enclosing them.
That is not all. It is going on also with respect to the
endowments of the poor." On another occasion he
declared that "we have been too long a peer-ridden
people, and I hope you will say to them that if they
will not bow to the will of the people, they shall lose
for ever the authority they have so long abused". In
such circumstances it is small wonder that Mr.
Chamberlain was the cause of frowns at Buckingham
Palace and of a lifting of eyebrows at Ha warden, that
Lord Iddesleigh referred to him as Jack Cade and Lord
Salisbury as a "Sicilian bandit",

Yet when all is said and done his "unauthorized
programme" was in the main but an intelligent
anticipation of the course of events. It contained seven
principal propositions:

J[   Free primary education,
j   Full local government for the counties,
3   Local legislatures on the same footing for the
erent nationalities of the United Kingdom, but
with the Parliament at Westminster unimpaired in
powers and status.

(4)  Financial reform by graduated direct taxa-
tion in order to pay for increased social services.

(5)  Land reform by giving the labourer a stake
in the soil through the creation of small-holdings.

(6)  Disestablishment    of   State    Churches    in
England, Scotland, and Wales.

(7)  Manhood suffrage and payment of members.